Using Shaping to Teach a Student to Distinguish Between Pictures
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Many students with Autism do very well with visual supports such as picture communication systems and picture schedules. Using these systems requires students to look carefully at the pictures to see what they depict, as well as understand that the pictures represent certain objects or activities. Often, my students can use these systems with little instruction, but sometimes additional teaching is required.
For students who do not understand that the content of a picture is important to look at, I developed the following shaping procedure to teach the skill.

1

The student in question could match pictures that had the same outline, such as matching a cutout triangle to the same, or matching different colored circles. However, the student was initially unable to match cards with pictures on them. We discovered through observation that he was not looking toward the middle of cards (where the picture was) that he was asked to match.
2

Since the student could match pictures where the borders were the same (such as a red square to a red square), I created a series of pictures for the student to match where the borders were almost the same, like this:

[image: image1.png]



Since this was so close to what the student was already able to do (matching an orange square to the same orange square) the small green border did not cause a problem. However, it began the process of requiring the student to look toward the middle, rather than just the outside edge, of a picture.
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Once that was mastered, I continued to make the colored squares smaller on subsequent exercises.







then 




and so on.
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After these steps, when the student was able to match cards with a small square in the middle,


I had the student match different shapes:
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When this was mastered, I had the student match a series of two shapes, first two different colors, then two shapes of the same color:








then
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After the student was able to match these shapes, we moved on to the target behavior, matching pictures: 


What I kept in mind during this process was making each step in the process just slightly different than the one before. All of the matching tasks described in this article are available for free download at 

http://www.PositivelyAutism.com/links.html
More free teaching materials and autism resources are available at www.PositivelyAutism.com
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