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Free printable forms you can use to assess a student’s story-writing skills. 
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Assessing Your Child's Writing Skills
It can be tricky to figure out what your child's writing level is, since standardized testing often 

doesn't work well for children with autism. I find it helpful to get a sample of your child's writing 

and compare it to samples written by children at different grade levels. You'll find the writing 

samples that your child's writing most closely resembles, and use that a grade-level estimate of your 

child's current writing skills.

A great resource for writing samples is Reading Rockets. On this page, they have writing samples of 

students in preschool through third grade. You'll want to look at multiple samples from each grade 

level to see which ones your child's writing matches best with overall.

You may be wondering how to get a writing sample from your child. If your child has the language 

skills, you can give him or her a picture and a blank paper and ask him or her to write a story about 

the picture. If this would not be a good match for your child's current language ability, you can have 

him or her fill in a story graphic organizer to get an idea of what he or she can come up with for a 

story.

The following pages contain graphic organizers you can use for a pre-assessment of your child's 

writing ability. There are different forms based on different language skills, so use which form you 

think best matches your child’s current language skills. You will want to have your child fill in the 

form without help. You can point out the description of each section and clarify these descriptions, 

but don't give your child examples or ideas. It feels weird not to provide help and prompts to help 

your child learn, but for now, you want to know what your child can do without help. 

Knowing an approximate grade level equivalent for your child’s writing skills can help you with 

locating lessons and activities at the appropriate level for your child.

http://www.readingrockets.org/looking-at-writing


Choose the one assessment form 

that best matches your child’s 

current language ability.



Name: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________________

Story-Writing Assessment

I see a _________________________________________

Place a photo here. It can be a child’s favorite 

characters or anything you’d like them to write about.



Name: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________________

Story-Writing Assessment

Look at the picture and write a story about the picture. 



Name: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________________

Story-Writing Assessment

Beginning: Who are your characters and where are they? Details: What are the characters doing?

Problem: What goes wrong? Solution: How does the problem get fixed?

Ending:



Name: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________________

Story-Writing Assessment

Beginning: Who are your characters and where are they? Details: What are the characters doing?

Problem: What goes wrong? Solution: How does the problem get fixed?

Ending: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________


