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Reading Comprehension Tips: 
What To Do Before Your Child or Student Reads a Story

Before your child reads a story or reading passage, it can be helpful to preview information from the 
story. There are various ways you can do this. Here are some I like to use:

1. Choose books/stories about the characters and topics your child is interested in. A child’s special 
interests are highly motivating tools for learning. Obviously, you don’t have to do this with every 
reading activity, but it’s a great way to increase motivation and show the child that his or her 
interests are important.

2. Watch a video clip of the story. This works well if you’re reading a story based on a movie or TV 
show. You can look on YouTube for a clip of what the story is about and watch it before reading 
the story.

3. Make a list/outline of the key concepts (for nonfiction), or a basic outline of the characters, 
setting, and selected plot events (for fiction). Discuss this with your child before reading.

4. Show pictures of the characters, settings, and events from the book. 

5. Show pictures and/or provide simple definitions of any important words from the book you think
your child doesn’t know yet.

6. Make some predictions based on the cover of the book. Use the attached sheet for this activity.

7. For more tips, please read the book “Drawing a Blank: Improving Comprehension for Readers 
on the Autism Spectrum” by Emily Iland.

8. Positively Autism also has a free printable “Story Map” that you can use to help your child 
identify the characters and setting, as well as sequence (or recall) events in the story.

You don’t have to do all of these before reading every story, just think about which would be the most important for each story based on
your child’s needs and the content of the story.

http://amzn.to/2oRVMQl
http://www.positivelyautism.com/downloads/StoryMap_Final.pdf


Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: _________________________________

Make a Prediction About the Book Based on the Cover

What is the title? Who is on the cover? What are they doing? Where is it?

What I Think Will Happen in the Story:

To print more copies of this form for free, go here: http://bit.ly/2p2G0gE


