“On the Seashore” by Anna Milbourne and Erica-Jane Waters
Mini Unit Plan
(Activities for One - Two Days in Pre-K or Kindergarten)

Read the Book Aloud
· Review the names of parts of a book: title, author, illustrator, front cover, back cover, and spine.
· Predict and Preview: Ask students to look at the cover of the book and share what they think the book will be about.

· Read the story aloud to students.

· Modifications for students with autism (if necessary): (1) for predict and preview, point to a character on the book cover, ask the student “what is this?” and, after the student responds, say something like, “Yes, that’s right. The story might be about a girl.” Another option is to give choices: “Do you think this book might be about the beach or a school?” This introduced the concept of making a prediction based on the cover art, (2) have the names of each part of the book written on a card, and show the card to students as you point to and discuss each part of the book (placing the written word on the actual part of the book). This provides a visual aid for the student with autism to go along with your spoken words, (3) praise/reward the student when he or she is looking at the book as you are reading, or is responding to your questions about the book.

Fine Motor

· Materials: crayons or markers, scissors, animal cutouts sheet (one per student).
· Students color and cut out the animal cutouts.
· Modifications for students with autism (if necessary): (1) model cutting out the first animal on the student’s paper, while the student is watching you, and say something like, “First I cut along the black line…, etc.” (explain what you are doing while the student has the visual model of you completing the action, (2) make thick lines around each animal so that the student will have a clear idea of where he or she is supposed to cut, and has room to make some errors without cutting into the picture.

Science: Make a Model Rock Pool
· Materials: shoebox (one per student), shells, animal cutouts (from above activity), blue tissue paper, sand, rocks, glue.
· Students will line the inside edges of the shoebox with blue tissue paper, glue sand to the bottom of the shoebox, then glue the other items at various places in the shoebox.
· Modifications for students with autism (if necessary): prompt and model as needed.
Vocabulary: Sea Creature Flashcards
· Flashcards are attached to this mini-unit plan.
Math: Shell Patterns

· Materials: construction paper, various types of shells.
· Students either create or complete patterns using shells.

· Modification for students with autism (if necessary): on construction paper, draw a box or outline for each of the shells that he or she will need to complete the pattern, so that he or she will have a visual cue that something should go in each box, and when all of the boxes are filled, the project is complete. The teacher can model first if needed.

Math: Shell Graphing
· Materials: graph sheets and shell printouts (both attached).

· Students cut and paste the shell printouts on the graph sheet (one type per column).

· Discuss various elements of the graphs, such as, “Which type of shell has the most?”
· Modification for students with autism (if necessary): paste one of each type of shell on the graph sheet, and have the student fill in the rest (provides a visual cue).
Phonics: Letter S
· Materials: printout of a large letter “s,” glue, sand.

· Review the name and sound of the letter “s.” Review words from the book that begin with the letter “s” – shell, sea, shore, etc.
· Students can trace the letter with their finger while saying the letter sound.

· Students “write” the letter “s” with glue on their printout, then pour sand onto the glue.
· Why the paper is dry, students can again trace the letter with their finger while saying the letter sound, with the added multi-sensory element of feeling the sand.

· Modification for students with autism (if necessary): model tracing the letter with a closed glue bottle before having the student trace the letter with glue or make one yourself while the student watches.

Sensory Table
· Fill a tub or sensory table with sand, shells, and beach toys.
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Sea Creature Flashcards
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Shell Graphing


Shell Graphing Cutouts
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